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Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) in Malaysia

(By Mr Katsuo Matsumoto - Senior Representative)

JICA is an independent governmental
agency that coordinates official
development assistance (ODA) for
the government of Japan. Its origin
goes back to 1974, when its
predecessor, the (Japan) International
Cooperation Agency was a semi-
governmental organisation under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

JICA was formed in October 2003
under the International Cooperation
(Independent Governmental) Agency
Act of 2002. In a major overhaul of
Japan’s ODA, a merger between JICA
and parts of Japan Bank for
International Cooperation (JBIC) took
place in 2008 resulting in the ‘New
JICA as an independent
administrative institution.
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Rtn David Law introducing the speaker

The history of Japanese assistance to
Malaysia and JICA's activities goes
back to 1966, when the first Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
arrived here. In that year, the first
technical cooperation was launched.
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Mr Katsuo Matsumotu, the speaker

Three years later, in 1969, the first
ODA loan project was undertaken and
in 1975, JICA opened its office here.

Under the ‘Look East Policy
introduced by then-PM Dr Mahathir,
the first training  programmes

commenced. Then, during the Asian
financial crisis, Japan extended a
special assistance package of ODA
loans to Malaysia.

The work carried out over the years
by JICA in Malaysia is indeed
impressive — a total of 14,336 training
participants; Japan sent some 2,707
experts here; a total of 1,363
Japanese volunteers came here to
help and the ODA loan commitments
have reached 917 billion Yen covered
by 74 loan agreements.

JICA is active in the following priority
areas in Malaysia —

* Enhancing Mutual Interests
(Implementation of the Malaysia-
Japan Economic Partnership
Agreement; Promoting Human

(Continued on page 4)
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COMMITEE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Meeting every 2nd

Wednesday of the month

CLUB ADMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE

Meeting every 1st Wednesday
of the month (immediately
after luncheon meeting)

SERVICE PROJECTS
COMMITTEE

Meeting every 3rd and 4th
Wednesday of the month
(immediately after
meeeting)

club

ANNOUNCEMENTS

83rd Installation Banquet
Date: 20 June 2010

Vanue: Shangri-La Hotel
Programme: To be advised
Watch this space for further
details

Wednesday Speakers
/ Events Diary

03.03.

Ms Charlotte Donvang -
(From Business Woman to
Artist)

10.03.
No venue - Meeting shifted to
12.03.

12.03.

Club Meeting and Club
Assembly - details will be
announced

17.03.
TBA

24.03.
Adjourned AGM / EGM
(RCKL Diraja and KLRCF)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

District Assembly

The 76th District Assembly
will be held as follows:

Date:

16-18 April 2010

Venue:

Sunway Resort Hotel & Spa,
Selangor

Host Club:

RC Bandar Sunway
Partner Clubs:
RCs Port Klang,
Jaya, USy, Central
Damansara, Damansara
West, and Puchong

Kelana

PROGRAMME
HIGHLIGHTS

16 April:

Bowling, Registration,
PETS/SETS/TETS,
Fellowship Dinner

17 April:

Opening Ceremony, Plenary
Sessions, Workshops,
Spouses' Programme and
Governor's Banquet

18 April:

Plenary Sessions, Closing
Ceremony and Farewell

Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Kuala Lumpur DiRaja

31.03. Lunch
TBA Register online or via Hon.
Secretary Mohd Ridza
Abdullah
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WEEKLY PROCEEDINGS

24 February 2010

LY IHATA KUALS LUMPUR
FOF KUALA LUMPUR DURAL,

ATTENDANCE / ON DUTY

RCKL Rotarians: 29

RCKL Rotarian -

Make Ups:
Convener: Rtn Victor Lim
Sergeant-At-Arms: Rtn Richard English
Nat. Anthem & Loyal Rtn David Law |
Toast:
Speaker: Mr Katsuo Matsumoto
(Japan International Cooperation
Agency)

Topic: JICA’s Activities in Malaysia

Rtn David Law

. . - Negaraku and Loyal Toast
Introduction: Rtn David Law
Closing Remarks: PE Andy Khoo AR CLUR OF KUALALUMPUR QIBAIR
VISITING ROTARIANS BIRTHDAYS/WEDDING _
AND GUESTS | ANNIVERSARIES S ROTARY CLUB L
Rotarians Birthdays KoL LNPLR DELL
Rtn Herbert Jess 03.03. - PDG Beh Lye Huat : : :
(RC Bonn-Siegburg, 05.03. - PP Low Bin Tick ' , :
Rtn Richard English

Germany) 08.03. - PP Chan Kam Fatt - back as Sgt -at-Arms

Wedding Anniversaries
03.03. — Rtn Uwe Ahrens
- 08.03. — PP Lim Eng Ho

Invited Guests
Mr Katsuo Matsumoto - speaker
Mr Bob Simpson - guest of Rtn Richard Barrett

Birthday Celebrants
- Rins Garran McPhee
and Alex Song
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(Continued from Page 1)

Resource Development Network)

* Overcoming Challenges
Caused by Rapid Growth
(Environment and Energy;
Reduction of Disparities)

* Overcoming Regional Issues
(Maritime Safety and Counter
Terrorism; Disaster Prevention
and Management; Infectious
Diseases)

* Strengthening Partnerships
(Triangle Cooperation)

Technical cooperation includes
assistance for projects,
acceptance of trainees,
delegating technical experts,

volunteer programme (Youth and
Senior), JICA-NGO partnership
programme; and JICA also
provides disaster relief teams
when needed.

Assistance and training have
been provided, among others,
for risk management system for
customs, automotive
components and parts testing
centre for SIRIM, in the Borneo
Biodiversity and  Ecosystem
Conservation project in Sabah,
for  forensic science and

investigation  procedure  and
techniques at Polis DiRaja
Malaysia.

ODA loans were extended to
Port Dickson power plant,
University of Sarawak and to
HELP (lIl), to name a few.

JICA volunteers are currently
engaged in Human Resource
development, agriculture and

fishery, environmental projects,
social welfare and  rural
development projects.
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The speaker receiving the cert. Of
appreciation from PE Andy Khoo

Not surprisingly JICA is right
there in the top bracket of major
donor agencies. Its volume
reached 10 billion US Dollars
compared with World Bank’s
US$ 19 billion, Asian
Development Bank (US$ 6.9
billion) and US AID which
handed out almost US$ 4 billion.

Key loan data: average interest
rate charged 0.86% pa (0.01-
1.7%); average repayment
period 32 years and 5 months
(15-40 years); grace period 9
years and 2 months (5-10
years); and average grant
element 75.8%.

JICA's head office comprises 34
departments and a research
institute; it has 17 domestic
branch offices and about 100
offices worldwide. Total staff
strength is 1,664. Its president
is Mrs Sadako Ogata, the
former United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
who has steered JICA towards
programmes focussing on what

she describes as providing
“human security” (acc.
Wikipedia).

Who is
Mr Katsuo Matsumoto?

'.--' . |

® Senior Representative JICA
Malaysia since 2008

® | aw degree from Hitotsubashi
University

® Master of International Affairs,
Columbia University

® Joined Overseas Economic
Cooperation Fund (OECF) in
1990

® Representative OECF in
Bangkok 1996-2000

® Joined Japan Bank for
International Cooperation
(JBIC) in 2000

® Last position Director, Dev.
Asst. Dep. (Thailand,
Malaysia, Timor Leste,
Cambodia and Laos)

® Married, two children

Welcome back ex-member
Rtn Herbert Jess
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President Rizal inducts Rtn Mohd Radzi

The 5th induction of a new
Rotarian for the current Rotary
year was performed by Pres.
Rizal. Aged 32, he is not the
youngest person ever to have
joined our club — that rare honour
belongs to his friend VP Halim.
But Mohd Radzi — or Radzi as he
will be known by his Rotary
name — is nevertheless currently
the youngest RCKL DiRaja
Rotarian.

New Rotarian Radzi being
introduced to the members

The mathematicians are now
busy working out by how much
Radzi together with the other
new young(er) Rotarians David
Law, Ramesh Pillai and Ajmal
Khan have been able to reduce
the average age in our club.....

Rtn Radzi runs his own company
which is active in the field of
environmental solutions and as a
bio-tech provider. For sure,

before long we will get him to
speak to the members about
this.

Having attended many meetings
as VP Halim’s guest, having

received Rotary information
from our stalwarts, PDGs Beh
and Mus, Pres. Rizal could

finally ‘read him the Rotary act’
and fix the Rotary pin to his
jacket last Wednesday.

His sponsor (and mentor) is VP
Halim and his classification is
Environmental Services. He has
been assigned to serve in the
Service Projects Committee.

Rtn Radzi brings with him
youthful enthusiasm and the
proverbial fresh blood our club
badly needs. Welcome Rotarian
Radzi!

Rtn Richard Barrett with
his guest Bob Simpson
(prospective new member)

KELAR ROTARY DIRAD
ROTARY CLUE OF KUA

VP Halim introducing his candidate

The Object of Rotary

The Object of Rotary is to
encourage and foster the ideal of
service as a basis of worthy
enterprise and, in particular, to
encourage and foster:

FIRST. The development of
acquaintance as an opportunity
for service;

SECOND. High ethical standards
in business and professions, the
recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations, and the
dignifying of each Rotarian's
occupation as an opportunity to
serve society;

THIRD. The application of the
ideal of service in each Rotarian's
personal, business, and
community life;

FOURTH. The advancement of
international understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a
world fellowship of business and
professional persons united in the
ideal of service.

The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do:

1) Is it the TRUTH?

2) Is it FAIR to all
concerned?

3) Wil it build GOODWILL
and BETTER
FRIENDSHIPS?

4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to

all concerned?
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Clubs celebrate Rotary's 105th Birthday
(By Arnold R. Grahl - Rotary International News)

From kicking a soccer ball in

Cape Town, South Africa, to
illuminating prominent landmarks
with  the End Polio Now
message, Rotarians around the
world are celebrating 23
February, the 105th anniversary
of the first Rotary club meeting.

On this day in 1905, Paul Harris,
Gustavus Loehr, Hiram Shorey,
and Silvester Schiele met to talk
about their personal and
professional experiences. Harris
then unfolded his general plan
for a club. Out of this simple
beginning sprang the world's first
international service
organization, which has now
grown to include more than 1.2
million members in over 33,000
clubs in more than 200 countries
and geographical areas.

Rotary International  helped
celebrate the milestone by
spelling out End Polio Now on
the side of RI  World
Headquarters in Evanston,
lllinois, USA, and by joining
districts 6440 and 6450 in plans
to light up the Wrigley Building in
downtown Chicago with the End
Polio Now logo on the evening of
23 February. The Rotary Club of
Chicago is celebrating its own

105th anniversary immediately
after the lighting. Other sites
scheduled for illumination this
week include the Pyramid of
Khafre in Egypt; the Taipei
Arena in Taiwan; the Cathedral
of Santiago de Compostela in
Galicia, Spain; the OIld Port
Captain’s Office on the V&A
Waterfront in Cape Town, with
world-famous Table Mountain as
the backdrop; the Obelisk of
Buenos Aires, Argentina; the
Lake Marathon Dam
overlooking the historic
Marathon Memorial Battlefield in
Greece; and the Royal Palace
at Caserta in Italy.

In Cape Town, one of the host
cities for the 2010 World Cup, a
Kick Polio out of Africa
awareness campaign will launch
with the symbolic kicking of a
soccer ball signed by
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond
Tutu, who had polio as a child.
The ball, which will be auctioned
to the highest bidder, will then
travel through 22 polio-affected
countries en route to the RI
Convention in Montréal,
Québec, Canada, in June.

In Puerto Rico, the House of
Representatives has approved a

measure setting aside the week
of 23 February to be celebrated
as "the week of the Rotary
movement." In addition, clubs
have found a variety of creative
ways to celebrate Rotary's
birthday, also known as World
Understanding and Peace Day:

* Members of Rotary clubs in
Nepal will be taking part in a
peace rally in Biratnagar.

 The Rotary Club of
Scottsbluff/Gering, Nebraska,
USA, is celebrating Rotary's

105th birthday by marking the
90th year since it received its
club charter with a fundraiser to
expand the local library.

* The Rotary Club of Canton,
Georgia, USA, holds its weekly
meeting on Tuesdays and will
be celebrating with a large cake,
complete with big 1, 0, and 5
candles. The club will also be
donating $105 to PolioPlus.

* The Rotary Club of Tumkur
City, Karnataka, India, has
conducted a free dental check-
up for children at a Red Cross
school for the deaf and mute.

e The Rotary Club of
Milledgeville, Georgia, USA, has
invited Rotarians, families,
veterans, and community
members to a large Peace Day

celebration at the peace
monument at the county
courthouse.

« Al 21 districts in Rotary

International in Great Britain and
Ireland will be taking part in a
Thanks for Life Week to raise
funds for End Polio Now.

Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Kuala Lumpur DiRaja

Tuesday, 2 March 2010 |
District 3300 - Club No.16222 |

| PP 1359/04/2010(023938) |

Issue 32 | Page6

www.rotarykldiraja.org


http://www.rotarykldiraja.org/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6

